
Prayer Guide: Following Jesus Thru Pain 
 
Last week’s prayer guide was attached to an email 
that went out at 5:51 a.m. last Wednesday 
preceding Charlie Kirk’s’ heinous assassination. 
The email included the text below.  
 
Our focus always remains on Jesus...NOT 
Satan and his demonic crew. So, our approach to 
life and ministry must imitate Jesus. So, like Jesus, 
we don't minimize or lose sight of spiritual warfare 
as part of normal gospel life and ministry. Paul 
sums it up like this, "For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms" Ephesians 6:12 
 
Countless people have written and posted 
thoughts and perspectives on Charlie Kirk’s life, 
faith and influence. Like most of us, Charlie had 
fans and critics. But all most would agree he was 
bold in living and sharing his faith. 
 
In today’s prayer guide, I want to look at how Jesus 
processed John the Baptists heinous beheading by 
King Herod. John the Baptist was Jesus second 
cousin. 
 
To be clear, I am not comparing Charlie Kirk to John 
the Baptist. To be clear, I am not comparing 
Charlie Kirk to John the Baptist. I am reflecting on 
how Jesus responded to John’s assassination as 
an example of how we can imitate Jesus as we 
process through our own shock and grief over 
Charlie Kirk’s assassination and the level of evil 
rampant in the world today. 
 
Matthew 14: 3- 12… 
 Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and 
put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, 4 for John had been saying to him: “It 
is not lawful for you to have her.” 5 Herod wanted to 
kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because 
they considered John a prophet. 

6 On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias 
danced for the guests and pleased Herod so 
much 7 that he promised with an oath to give her 
whatever she asked. 8 Prompted by her mother, 
she said, “Give me here on a platter the head of 

John the Baptist.” 9 The king was distressed, but 
because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he 
ordered that her request be granted 10 and had John 
beheaded in the prison. 11 His head was brought in 
on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to 
her mother. 12 John’s disciples came and took his 
body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 

Jesus first response was to withdraw to be alone 
with the Father. Matthew 14:13… 
“Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from 
there in a boat to a desolate place by himself.” 
 
Why? The text doesn’t say but certainly seems 
likely to grieve, and to receive love, care, and 
perspective from God the Father.  
 
Imitate Jesus and get alone with Father. Here are 
several prompts that may be helpful in processing. 
 

1. Holy Spirit, reveal to me what I am feeling and 
thinking? 
 

2. Father how is the enemy trying to tempt, incite, 
distract, or draw me away from abiding in you 
and my calling as your disciple? 
  

3. What do I need to know Jesus? What scripture 
would you give me as an anchor to my soul 
now? 
  

Imagine you are Jesus, getting away to be by 
yourself with Father, racked with grief, in a 
boat…Matthew 14: 13 b -14. “But when the 
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns. When he went ashore he saw a great 
crowd, he had compassion on them and healed 
their sick.” 
 
In his grief, Jesus went away to be ALONE with 
Father, but he didn’t let his grief, or pain, hold him 
back from compassion and engaging in Kingdom 
ministry when Father led him into it. 
 
Imitate Jesus by responding with compassion to 
Gospel ministry opportunities  in front of you… 
 

1. Father, who do you want me to pray for, bless, 
or serve today?  

2. Pray for the Kirk family and for Tyler Robinson 
and his family.  

3. Pray for someone whose political views irritate 
you. Pray for eyes to see people as Jesus does. 


