Prayer Guide: Discerning 6od's Voice...
Looking in the Rear View Mirror

Mediatation..What thoughts or prayers are
stirred as you read Psalm 32:7-10.

Therefore, let all the faithful pray to you
while you may be found;
7 You are my hiding place;
you will protect me from trouble
and surround me with songs of deliverance.
8 | will instruct you and teach you in the way you

should go; Il will counsel you with my loving eye
on you.

We place great value on Hearing God’s Voice
through the Holy Spirit...whether from the
scriptures or in more personal / conversational
ways (impressions, circumstances, images,
songs, nature, promptings, words or phrases,
dreams, visions, knowing’s, our conscience, etc.).

While God is always speaking, we may not have
grown confident in discerning and recognizing
God’s voice.

In 1 Samuel 3, the boy Samuel hears God’s
voice on 2 occasions but mistakes if for Eli’s
voice. Verse 7 summarizes it like this, “Samuel
did not yet know the Lord, and the word (voice) of
the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.”

Eli helps Samuel discern God’s voice and it leads
to Samuel’s first conversation with God. The
Bible then describes how Samuel matured...
“And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him
and let none of his words fall to the ground” 1
Samuel 3:19.

One important way we learn to recognize God’s
voice is by LOOKING IN THE REAR VIEW
MIRROR.

LOOKING BACK, we can observe who the likely
source was (God or Demonic). In fact, the
Apostle John urges caution, “Beloved, do not
believe every spirit, but test the Spirits to see
whether they are from God for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this
you know the Spirit of God; every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not

confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit
of the Anti-Christ... which is now already in the
world ..He who is in you is greater than he who is
in the world.” 1 John 4:1-4

LOOKING BACK, also helps us evaluate the fruit.
John commands “bear fruit in keeping with
repentance” (Matthew 3:8). Jesus says, “good
frees bear good fruit’ (Matthew 7:17).

Paul contrasts the fruit of the flesh and spirit in
Galatians 5:29-24,

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions,

factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and
the like. | warn you, as | did before, that those
who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of
God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,

peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-

control. Against such things there is no

law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and

desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep
in step with the Spirit.”

Reflection...

»  When was the first time you recognized God’s
voice? Describe the tone, the quality, the
content? How did it make you feel? What was
the fruit?

=  When was the first time you recognized
Satan’s voice? Describe the tone, the quality,
the content? How did it make you feel? What
was the fruit?

= What is one lie, that Satan whispered that you
have struggled with?

= Jesus — what counsel /guidance do | need
from you today?

= Holy Spirit who did you use in my life as an
Eli? Who do you want me to help learn to
discern your voice?



Prayer... Father who do you want me to pray for?
How should | pray?

Worship... click link Battle Belongs to Lord



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtvQNzPHn-w

