Prayer Guide: Hearing God's Voice

From the Garden in Genesis, it is apparent that
God hard-wired mankind to be able to HEAR
AND RESPOND to His voice, “And God blessed
them and SAID to them be fruitful and multiply
and fill the earth and subdue it and have
dominion... 1:28).

But it also becomes immediately clear that Adam
and Eve can HEAR AND RESPOND to Satan’s
voice, “The serpent said to the woman, ‘did God
actually say that you can'’t eat of any tree in the
garden? 3:1).

The Hebrew word for HEAR, is ‘Shema’ which is
also one of Judaism’s most famous and well
known prayers. Deuteronomy 6:4-5, “HEAR
(Shema), O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is
one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and soul and mind and strength.”

The Hebrew word ‘Shema’ (HEAR) carries with it
the built-in expectation of responding with
obedience. Therefore, ‘Shema’ (HEAR) is often
translated into English with the word OBEY.

Check out this 3-minute video...
Shema - Bible Project vid.

While obey is a fine translation, there is a danger
that “the Hebraic idea of listening to God is
reduced to the idea of following a list of codified
rules and regulations apart from a living,
dialogical relationship with the God who speaks”
(Jamie Winship).

The equal but opposite danger is to de-value the
written word of God (Bible) and only prioritize
responding to the conversational voice of God.
The same Holy Spirit who inspired the Bible,
empowers us to understand the Bible, and apply
the Bible is the same Holy Spirit who
communicates the voice of Jesus to us in a
personal way.

Anytime we hear God’s voice
conversationally through the Holy Spirit we
test its alignment with the Bible. Spirit and
Truth will never disagree.

Jesus illustrates what it means to HEAR his voice
using the analogy of wise and foolish builders.
Read Matthew 7:24-29... 3 times. Circle
words or phrases or concepts that seem
significant.

24 “Therefore, everyone who HEARS these words
of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not
fall, because it had its foundation on the

rock. 26 But everyone who HEARS these words of
mine and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, and it fell with
a great crash.”

Watch this 3-minute video from the Bible Project
Foundation on rock or sand parable

Consider Jesus invitation in Revelation
3:20 “Look! | stand at the door and knock. If you
HEAR my voice and open the door, | will come in,
and we will share a meal together as

friends. 21 Those who are victorious will sit with
me on my throne, just as | was victorious and sat
with my Father on his throne. 22 “Anyone with
ears to HEAR must listen to the Spirit.

Reflect...
=  What most stands out to you? What
questions are stirred?

Jesus in the past week...

=  When have | HEARD your voice
conversationally through Holy Spirit? When |
have, | heard your voice through the Bible?
Did | respond with heartfelt obedience?

= When have | HEARD your voice with my
ears, but not my heart or hands?

= How have Satan or demons spoken to me
this past week, trying to influence me to
selfishly resist God or be unloving to people?
Did | HEAR AND RESPOND through
agreement and action OR did | reject that
voice?


https://bibleproject.com/videos/shema-listen/
https://bibleproject.com/videos/matthew-7-24-27-two-houses/

= Jesus, where are you working in my life?
What doors are you opening or closing?

Listening Prayer... Set a 5-minute timer and
pray through each section of the Lord’s Prayer in
Matthew 6:9-13, inviting Holy Spirit to guide you
how to pray in each section.

UNION - “Our Father in heaven”
WORSHIP - “Hallowed be your name”
SUBMISSION - “Your Kingdom come”

GUIDANCE - “Your will be done on earth as it is
in heaven.”

PETITION — “Give us this day our daily bread”

CONFESSION - “and forgive us our debts as we
also have forgiven our debtors.”

PROTECTION - “and lead us not into
temptation”

DELIVERANCE - “but deliver us from evil.”



