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Prayer Guide: Christmas Joy & Wonder

Opening Prayer 
Father, help me see Your Son's arrival not as a 
familiar story but as the earth-shattering, joy-filled 
miracle it truly was. Let me experience the same awe 
that filled the characters of the 1st Christmas.  

 
1. Zechariah's Joy: When God Breaks the Silence 
Scripture: "And his father Zechariah was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 'Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed 
his people... because of the tender mercy of our God, 
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give 
light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death.'" (Luke 1:67-68, 78-79) 
Prayer: Lord, Zechariah spent months in silence after 
doubting Your promise. But when his tongue was 
finally loosed, he erupted in prophetic praise! His joy 
came from realizing You keep Your promises—even 
after centuries of silence, even when circumstances 
seem impossible. Awaken in me Zechariah's joy at 
Your faithfulness. Remind me of the amazing things 
you have done in my life and what you are doing all 
around me. When I've been walking in spiritual 
silence or doubt break through with fresh revelation of 
Your tender mercy. 
 Jesus who should I pray for that is waiting and 
longing to see your promises fulfilled? 

 
2. Elizabeth's Joy: When God Sees the 
Overlooked 

Scripture: "In these days Mary arose and went with 
haste into the hill country... And when Elizabeth heard 
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, 'Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And 
why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me?'" (Luke 1:39-43) 
Prayer: Father, Elizabeth knew the shame of 
barrenness, the pain of being overlooked. Yet You saw 
her, chose her, and included her in Your redemptive 
story. Her joy erupted when she realized she was part 
of something far greater than herself. Give me 
Elizabeth's joy—the wonder of being seen by You and 
invited into Your purposes. Help me recognize when 
You're moving in unexpected ways. Let me celebrate 
what You're doing in others rather than being 
consumed by my own circumstances. This Christmas, 
help me leap with joy at the nearness of Jesus and 
watching him work in the lives of others. 

Holy Spirit who would you like me to pray for that 
feels unseen, forgotten, and disappointed? 

 
3. Mary's Joy: Surrender That Leads to Worship 
Scripture: "And Mary said, 'My soul magnifies the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 
has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For 
behold, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his name.'" (Luke 1:46-49) 
Prayer: Jesus, Mary's joy came through surrender—
saying yes to a plan that would cost her everything yet 
give her the greatest honor imaginable. Her 
Magnificat shows me that true joy flows from 
magnifying You, not my circumstances. When Your 
call seems impossible or costly, give me Mary's faith 
to believe You will do great things. Help me rejoice 
not in my comfort but in Your salvation. Let my soul 
magnify You this Christmas. Teach me that the 
humble estate You notice, the servanthood You honor, 
and the obedience You bless lead to joy that 
transcends understanding. 
Jesus who should I pray for that you are inviting them 
into an assignment that feels too big for them? 

 
4. Joseph's Joy: Trusting God's Unusual Plans 

Scripture: "But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, 'Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit... When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him.'" (Matthew 1:20, 24) 
Prayer: Lord, Joseph's joy came through obedience 
even when Your plan didn't make sense. He risked his 
reputation, his future, everything—because he trusted 
You. Give me Joseph's quiet, steady faithfulness. 
When Your plans disrupt mine, when obedience is 
costly, when following You means embracing what 
others won't understand—give me courage to say yes 
without hesitation. Let me find joy not in safe, 
predictable paths but in radical obedience to Your 
voice. This Christmas, help me trust that Your unusual 
plans always lead to Your glorious purposes. 
Father, who should I pray for that is in the middle of 
costly obedience? 

 
5. The Shepherds' Joy: The Gospel Is for 
Everyone 

Scripture: "And the angel said to them, 'Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
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for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord... And 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child.'" (Luke 2:10-11, 16-17) 
Prayer: Father, You announced the greatest news in 
history not to kings or priests but to shepherds—the 
overlooked, the ordinary, the outsiders. Their joy 
exploded into immediate action and bold 
proclamation. Remind me that the gospel is "good 
news of great joy for ALL people"—including me, 
including those I'm tempted to overlook. Give me the 
shepherds' urgency to run toward Jesus and their 
boldness to tell everyone what I've seen. Don't let 
familiarity with the Christmas story rob me of the 
wonder that made shepherds leave everything to 
worship. This Christmas, help me go with haste to 
Jesus and make Him known. 

 
Closing Prayer 
Lord Jesus, these witnesses teach me that Christmas 
joy comes in many forms: the joy of broken silence, 
of being seen, of surrender, of obedience, of good 
news for all, of finding You, of waiting fulfilled, of 
worship that never stops. This Christmas, open my 
eyes and ears to see you working in me and around 
me. Give me ears to hear your voice and put a quick 
yes in my heart to obey. Open relational doors so 
that I can serve others in WORD, DEED and 
POWER. Give me wisdom to listen well and 
discernment to see how other’s story, my story and 
the good news of Jesus story intersect. Thank you 
Immanuel, Jesus! All glory and honor and praise to 
you. In your name, Amen 

"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord." (Luke 2:11) 


